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SUBJ: ECOSOC WORKING GROUP ON CORRUPT PRACTICES 

1. UNDER PIRM HAND OP CHAIRMAN PARSI (IRAN) WORKING GROUP 
IS WORKING WAY THROUGH TEXT OP INTERNATIONAL AGREE- 
MENT ON ILLICIT PAYMENTS WITH A VIEW TO SUBSTITUTING A 
CLEAN TEXT WITH MINIMUM BRACKETS TO ECOSOC TOGETHER WITH 
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RECOMMENDATION AS TO PUTURE WORK ON THIS MATTER. WORKING 
GROUP HAS AGREED (SUBJECT TO RESERVATIONS E.G., MEXICO) 

TO TRANSPER "OTHER CORRUPT PRACTICES" PROM CONTEXT OP AN 
AGREEMENT TO SECTION ON OTHER MEASURES BUT WE PACE 
MAJOR PROBLEMS WITH APRICANS WHO INSIST THAT AGREEMENT 
PROHIBIT PAYMENTS OP TAXES AND ROYALTIES TO RHODESIA 
AND SOUTH APRICA FOR NAIMBIA AS WELL AS BRIBERY. 
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2. WORKING GROUP EXPECTS TO WIND UP FRIDAY. USDEL 

IS CIRCULATING INEORMALLY DRAET RECOMMENDATION TO ECOSOC 
"TO ESTABLISH APPROPRIATE MACHINERY INCLUDING CONVENING 
OE A DIPLOMATIC CONFERENCE AT EARLIEST POSSIBLE DATE, 

TO DRAET AN INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENT TO PREVENT AND 
ELIMINATE ILLICIT PAYMENTS IN CONNECTION WITH INTER- 
NATIONAL COMMERCIAL TRANSCTIONS". 

3. INITIAL RESPONSE EROM OECD DELS IS ENCOURGING ON 
UNDERSTANDING US WILL BE FLEXIBLE ON 178 DATE, BUT 
ERANCE IS ADAMANT IT CANNOT GO BEYOND TEXT OF OECD 
COMMUNIQUE WHICH DOES NOT MENTION DIPLOMATIC CONEERENCE. 

JAPAN IS TAKING SAME LINE AND WE EXPECT AUSTRALIA TO 

DO THE SAME. 

4. EOR PARIS: IT IS CLEAR THAT ONLY VERY HIGH LEVEL 
REPRESENTATIONS HAVE ANY CHANCE OE MOVING FRENCH IN 
WORKING GROUP OR AT ECOSOC. WHILE IT SEEMS DOUBTEUL 
WE CAN GAIN SUPPORT, IT MAY BE USEEUL TO INSURE THAT 
GOE DOES NOT BLOCK CONSENSUS IN EITHER BODY. 

5. EOR TOKYO: GOJ POSITION IS CRITICAL AS IT IS ONLY 
DEVELOPED COUNTRY OTHER THAN US PARTICIPATING AS 
MEMBER OE WORKING GROUP. ALL OTHER OECD COUNTRIES 
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ARE "OBSERVERS '. IT COULD BE EXTREMELY HELPEUL IE 
EMBASSY COULD APPROACH GOJ AT HIGH LEVEL ASAP TO SEEK 
SUPPORT FOR US PROPOSAL FOR DIPLOMATIC CONFERENCE AND 
TO ENSURE THAT GOJ WILL NOT BLOCK CONSENSUS IN WORKING 
GROUP IP WE CAN OBTAIN G-77 SUPPORT EOR RECOMMENDATION. 

BELIEVE IT APPROPRIATE TO REMIND GOJ OF PRESIDENT 
CARTER'S STRONG INTEREST AND TO INDICATE THAT WE REGARD 
DECISION BY ECOSOC TO CONVENE DIPLOMATIC CONEERENCE AT 
EARLY DATE AS GUTS OP US INITIATIVE. THEREFORE WE 
VIEW POSITION ON THIS SPECIPIC ISSUE AS DETERMINATIVE 
OP WHETHER GOVERNMENTS SUPPORT OR DO NOT SUPPORT AN 
INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENT TO CONTROL BRIBERY. 

6. WOULD APPRECIATE ANY PURTHER ADVICE OR INSTRUCTIONS 
WASHINGTON CAN GIVE TO US OR TO POSTS, INCLUDING, 

CONPIRMATION, THAT US PREPARED TO CONSIDER DIPLOMATIC 
CONEERENCE IN 1979 AS LONG AS THERE IS PIRM DECISION 

TO MOVE AHEAD ON AGREEMENT AT PIXED DATE. WE ALSO 
NEED ALTERNATIVE LANGUAGE EOR DRAET ECOSOC RESOLUTION 
CONVENING DIPLOMATIC CONFERENCE (OP PLENIPOTENTIARIES) AND NECESSARY 
PREPARATORY CONPERENCES IF IT PROVES INAPPROPRIATE 
TO EXTEND WORKING GROUP. SORENSON 
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